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OPERATION* 


SPIRIT 
EMIND 


Her spirit will embrace every challenge. 
Her mind will question, solve and advance. 


She will relish each step on her path to mastery. 


Graduate Fellowships via Operation Spirit and Mind.’ 
The Texas A&M Scholarship Initiative. 


Recruiting exceptional graduate-level students is critical to Texas AS. M’s teaching and research missions. 
To stay competitive with other universities, A&M must expand and improve our financial and research 
opportunities for grad students. 


Graduate Fellowships are integral to buildin; the intellectual capital of Texas. As a top research university, 
Texas AGM is duty bound to address challeng society and science, and world-class minds 
are absolutely essential to this task. 


; ee as 4 oe Te was 
Operation Spirit and Mind is in motion. Be part of its success. Your generous spirit will 


attract the brilliant graduate minds so crucial to Texas A&M, today and tomorrow. A&M 
Call the Texas A&M Foundation at (800) 392-3310 or give online at giving.tamu.edu FOUNDATION 


MERRY CHRISTMAS!” 


FROM COACH JACKIE SHERRILL AND 
THE 12TH MAN KICKOFF TEAM FOUNDATION 


— 

14: - - 
Can’t find that perfect Aggie gift? 
Become a Friend of the Foundation for $250 and you w 
receive a No Experience Required book, 12th Man towel 
and a limited edition millennium stat football signed by 
Coach Jackie Sherrill to put under your tree for Christmas! 


Proceeds Go Towards Texas A&M Student Scholarships 


BUY NOW AT: WWW.12THMANKOT.ORG 


ULTIMATE CAR GIVEAWAY 
WIN 3 CARS IN 3 DAYS ~ 


@ Plus, you could win cash! 


@ Swipe for FREE daily entry and earn additional entries based on play. 
@ Every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday Total Rewards® members 


can earn 5x entries. 
@ Activate your entries between 5pm and 9:30pm on drawing day to be eligible. 
Winners will be announced on the casino floor and 
will have 10 minutes to report to the hotel pavilion. 
www-.horseshoe.com 


‘Actual model, color, accessories may vary trom the image shown. Guests will have ten (10) minutes to report to the Hotel Pavilion to claim prize once their nameis announced over } 
the casino PA system. Must te presentto win. Must have valid photo ID and Total Rewards® card, Non-transferable and cannot be combined with any other offer, Harrah's, Caesars 
and related entities/brands, reserve the right to change or cancel this promotion at any time. Employees of Horseshoe and its subsidiaries, affiliates or parent companies and family eo, ij 


members who reside with employees who are (i) director level or above and/or (i) dual licensed and/or (i) involved in coordinating or executing prometions or tournaments are not 
eligible for promotions. Must be 21 years or older to gamble or participate in promotions. Know When To Stop Before You Start. ©2009, Harrah's License Company, LLG 


GAMBLING PROBLEM? CALL 1-800-522-4700 
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? Independence 
Bowl Preview 


Texas A&M will battle the 


Georgia Bulldogs in the 2009 


Independence Bowl. 
BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 
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Michael Shumard, Howard \ 


ston, Jamie McCoy, Derek Dumas, Anthony Lewis, 
Jordan Pugh, Justin McQueen and Corey Gibas 


Photo by Jason McConnell '01 
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Old Army 


Do you recognize the above photo from campus? Send an e-mail to photo@aggiemag.com and 
let us know where it was taken. Be the first to get it right. and we'll send you a free gift. Look for the answer in 


the next issue of Al, The photo in the November 09 issue was of the “Last Corps Trip” on the wall at the Bonfire 
Memorial site 


JACK WINSLOW 
BODY SHOP _ 


IG AGGIELAD YEARS 


1845 GRAHAM RD COLLEGE STATION ¢ 979-690-1487 
WW WJACK WINSLOW BODYSHOP.COM 


MEETING THE DENTAL NEEDS OF 


TEXAS AGGIES 


Conservative Dental Practice ~ 


(979) 846-2098 


Y 
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 }. Donald McLeroy, D.D.S. ’68 


Yell Leader * Ross Volunteer * Staging Cader 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


publisher’snote 


Howdy! 


When debating who to feature on the cover of this issue, sev- 
eral names immediately came to mind. 

Jerrod Johnson was certainly at the top of our list. The junior 
QB had one of the best season’s in Texas A&M history, earning 
second-team All-Big 12 honors along the way (first team in our 
opinion). Johnson’s remarkable performance in the Texas game 
garnered national attention, vaulting him into early discussions 
as a contender for next year’s Heisman Trophy. 

Von Miller was a candidate as well. The junior from DeSoto 
went from part-time player last year to national sack leader and 
first-team All-American this season — the first Aggie to earn first- 
team All-American honors since Jason Webster in 1999. 

While either would have made a good choice, we decided this 
was the perfect time to pay tribute to the team’s senior class. 
‘They have experienced plenty of ups and downs over the past 
four years and were integral in the team’s improvement this sea- 
son. See another picture of the group on page 21, followed by 
our Independence Bow! preview on page 22 and our pictorial 
review of the Oklahoma, Baylor and ‘Texas games on page 24. 

‘The Aggie soccer and volleyball teams had successful runs in 
the postseason before falling in the Sweet 16. For soccer, aspira- 
tions were higher going into the season, but a rash of injuries 
made reaching the Women’s College Cup a tall order. Mean- 
while, Coach Corbelli’s volleyball squad was invited to the 
NCAAs for the first time since 2005, but they weren’t just satis- 
fied with being there. Unfortunately, advancing past the round 
of 16 wasn’t in the cards. See more on page 17. 

The men’s and women’s basketball teams are enjoying success 
on the hardcourt so far this season. Before long they will be lac- 
ing them up for Big 12 play. See more basketball on page 18. 

Speaking of basketball, we like to do fun features with our staff 
whenever we get an opportunity. Check out BJ vs. JK on page 
28 to find out how AT’s Jeremy Ksionda "04 fared against A&M 
sharpshooter B,J. Holmes in a friendly game of HORSE. Also, 
you can find the annual AI Awards and staff bowl predictions on 
page 30 and see if you agree with our selections. 

I'm looking forward to watching the Ags take on the Bulldogs 
in Shreveport. Let’s send this senior class off with a bowl victory! 


Gig’em Ags and BTHO Georgia! 
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HOLIDAY SUBSCRIPTION SPECIAL 
BUY ONE FOR $18, GET UP TO 2 FREE! 


Three ways to subscribe: 
1. On the Web: www.aggielandillustrated.com 


2. By phone: Call us at 1-866-55-AG-MAG (1-866-552-4624) 


3. By mail: Send your subscription and payment 
information (check or credit card) to: 
Aggieland Illustrated 
PO Box 6841 
Bryan, TX 77805-6841 
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pecialize in the latest treatment of 

varicose and spider veins. All treatments 

are done in the office with litele discomfort. 
sdicare and most insurance plans are accept 


today fora consultation 


1721 Birmingham Dr Ste, 202 
College Station, Texas f 
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The Difference is 


Capture the spirit 
of Aggieland atthe 
Courtyard by Marriott 
In College Station. 


The Courtyard offers great 
amenities such as free 
high-speed intemet; a full 
hot buffet breakfast at the 
Courtyard Cafe; dinner 
delivery service; and a 
lounge bar in the evening 
just to name a few. 


Whether you're in town for 

business or just to cheer on 

the team, the Courtyard is 
the place to stay. 


COURTYARD | 


3939 HWY 6 SOUTH * COLLEGE STATION ¢ 979-695-8111 


www.courtyard.com/clley 


Texas A&M Cutting Boards 


Corian Safict Surfacing 


Order Online: www. LifetimeCuttingBoards.com - Officially Licensed 


Subscribe or rer 


w online at www.aggielandillustrated.com 


LO, |]@UUOD>/\ User Aq OJOUg 

"psodad joys sual, 

qoper pulyaq aaiup ysnf - seat ay} uO | 0} Je10) 
sly Busies aweb ay} ul sydes ¢°| YM paysiuly 


KOI YOD gO sexal sjana} sa|]!IYW\ UOA JOINS 


Aos0Ul 399U JOTTUN 


campaign launcher 


Junior QB Jerrod Johnson runs for a big gain dur- 
ing the second half of the Texas game. Johnson 
put on one of the best performances ever by an 
Aggie QB, generating 439 yards of total offense 
(342 pass, 97 rush) against a top 5 defense. Let 
the 2010 Jerrod for Heisman campaign begin. 
Photo by Jason McConnell ‘01 
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979-693-8575 
204-A Harvey Rd. © College Station 


BBB 
ceerentmes BTS 


@ .? £2 


HANDCRAFTED CUSTOM 
BUILT RODS FOR THE 
DISCRIMINATING 
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TARTIN 
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GONTACT TOMMY NUCHE, AaM 72 
979-846-6070 OR 979-777-6070 
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TOMMY’S OUTDOOR WORLD 
3823 OLD COLLEGE RYAN 
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marooné&whiterecruiting 


classrankings 


BY JEREMY KSIONDA '04 


As the 2010 recruiting season reaches its end, we 
thought it would be appropriate to roll out Billy Liucci’s Top 110 
in Texas list to see how the Aggies have fared thus far, as well as 
take a look at who's left to finish out the class. 

As you'll see, there’s quite a bit of maroon in the offensive 
sections (maroon highlights indicate Aggie commitments), par- 
ticularly at quarterback and offensive line. We've discussed the 
offensive line class frequently over the past few months, but its 
worth noting at least once more that this group has all the mak- 
ings of a very special unit. Combined with two of the top three 
quarterback prospects in the state, the future of the Aggie “O” 
looks to be in great shape. 

There are a couple of offensive commitments missing from 
Liucci’s Top 110, but not because they aren’t ranked highly 
enough. Shreveport (LA) Huntington's Jarrett Fobbs committed 
to the Aggies in July and has been pegged as a receiver by the 
A&M coaching staff. As a senior, Fobbs did a little bit of every- 
thing for Huntington, piling up 705 yards and 12 touchdowns 
on 84 rushing attempts, as well as 649 yards and 5 touchdowns 
on 55 receptions. When needed, Fobbs would switch over to the 
defensive side of the ball, and was good enough to tally 4 inter- 
ceptions in limited duty. If Fobbs were to hail from the lone star 
state, he would probably be pegged as the state’s top “athlete.” 

Fobbs is joined on offense by Littleton Colorado’s Mister 
Jones, a 6-2, 215 pound running back who switched his com- 
mitment from Colorado to A&M upon an official visit in mid 
December. As a senior, Jones posted 1,317 yards on 163 attempts 
for an outstanding 8.1 yards per carry, in addition to scoring 18 
touchdowns. Like Fobbs, Jones has the size and athleticism to 
play either side of the ball, and could possibly get a look at line- 
backer during his tenure at A&M. 

Defensively, there’s not as much maroon across the page, 
particularly at defensive tackle and defensive back. Fortunate- 
ly, there’s still some time remaining for the Aggies to pick up a 
player or two for each of those positions. In addition, the Ag- 
gies have received commitments from a trio of defensive line- 
men from Louisiana that would stack up against the best Texas 
has to offer. South Beauregard’s Ivan Robinson, Franklin’s Gavin 
Stansbury and Shreveport Evangel’s Brandon Jackson were all 
targeted early by the Aggie coaching staff and gave their com- 
mitments to A&M in the spring. Robinson is the jewel of the 
bunch, and would rank in the top three if he were in Texas. 

‘The Aggies will look to close out the class with a couple of de- 
fensive backs. Two likely candidates are Fort Bend’s Toney Hurd, 
Jr., a Notre Dame commitment as of press time, and Brenham’ 
‘Terrell Reese, who doesn’t appear on the list but has risen up the 
charts after a strong senior season at Brenham HS. mi 


For complete coverage of Texas A&M rec 


the Maroon & White Report at (979) 690- 
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“Aggie owned and Family 
operated for 25 years 
in historic Downtown Bryan.” 


‘ 


Join the George Bush 
Presidential Library 2 
and Museum for fun 
and entertaining 
seminars exploring 
the rich history of the 
Napa Valley and its 
wines. These events 
are presented in 
conjunction with 
THE QUURE OF WINE, 


now on exhibit. 


4:00 pm - $4100 
Riedel Crystal 
(includes a set of three 
Sommelier tasting glasses 
—a $300 value!) 


8:00 pm - $30 
The Corley Family 
of Monticello Vineyards 


“gph 
_ a Le a 
40:00 am — $30 
Napa Valley Rocks! 


We make our custom hats with 
pride, by hand, one at atime. 


Gatalena Hatters 


203 North Main 

Bryan TX 77803 

(800) 976-7818 
www.catalenahats.com 


6:00 pm - $225 
A glorious four course 
Winemaker’s Dinner 
paired with some of the 
finest wines the Napa 
Valley has to offer. Two can 
join us all day for $650. 


rolnner— | 


To|purchase tickets, con set acy 


Paineat 979.691.4014 or tracy#paine@narargoy, 


(OMAHA): SCOTT BRUHN/ALL OTHERS: JASON 


(soccer) The soccer team finished the 2009 season ranked 13th in the nation after 
advancing to the round of 16 for the 10th time in program history. The Aggies ended 
theirseason after falling 2-1 in double overtime against Florida State. Senior Emily 
Peterson (left) won the Lowe's Senior CLASS Award for being the most outstanding 
senior student-athlete in NCAA Division | women’s soccer. (volleyball) The volleyball 
team’s run in the NCAA Tournament came to an end at the Sweet Sixteen as the 
Aggies fell to No. 2 Texas. Texas A&M advanced to the NCAAs for the first time since 
2005 and played in its first regional semifinal match since 2003 after defeating No. 19 
Arizona and No. 18 LSU in the first two rounds. 


AD 


scoreboard | aggiebasketball 


(men’s) With only a few games remaining until conference play begins, the men’s basketball team is looking better than advertised so far this season. The Aggies 
seized an early opportunity to make a national statement in the 76 Classic by upsetting No. 19 Clemson and No. 22 Minnesota, while narrowly losing to even: 

tual tournament champion No. 8 West Virginia. The only other blemish on the Aggies’ non-conference schedule was from a three point loss to undefeated New 
Mexico at the Toyota Center in Houston. After beginning the season unranked, Texas A&M has climbed as high as No. 16 in the nation. (women's) Gary Blair's 
squad began the season ranked No. 16 in the nation and have been rising in the polls ever since, dominating their opponents along the way. Their statement vic 
tory came in the second game of the season - an 18-point upset over No. 6 Duke. Just when it appeared the Aggies would cruise into conference play unscathed, 
they were bitten by the injury bug and upset by a determined TCU team on the road. The Aggies look to get healthy and back on track before Big 12 play begins. 


17 Stories, 300-rooms 
3500 Square Foot Penthouse 


Located Across From 
‘Texas A&M University 


Whether you are hosting a group of friends fora big game party 
or an intimate gathering, The Penthouse with its unparalleled 
breathtaking views is the perfect place for any occasion. 


410 South Texas Avenue * College Station 
(979) 846-4242 © (800) 888-6937 * www.plazacs.com 


ALLEN HONDA 


MacResource Computers 


@) Northgate 


@ Authorized Campus Store 


Women’s Basketball Men's Basketball 
Experience Experience 
2 tickets to Texas A&M vs. Texas 2 tickets to Texas A&M vs. Texas 
Women's basketball game Men’s basketball game 
Tour of Cox-McFerrin Center by 2 hospitality tickets before the game 
Coach Blair 


Ls Ability to al pre-game on the 
Ability to watch precgane on the 
cou 


2 passes ti pe post-game press 

2 passes to post-game press erence 
conference 

Meet Coach Turgeon 


Autographed basketball from Coach 
Blair Autographed basketball from Coach 
Turgeon 


Ultimate Aggie Football Experience 
2 Tickets to Dew Arkansas Hotel Accommodations for 1 night 
Meet Coach Sherman 
Autograph football from Coach 
Sherman 


2 hospitality tickets before the game 
Ability to watch pre-game on the field 


Register at our Northgate locohon for Expenence Packac = Bu 
Game giveaways mnelucke irunes cares & iPods, wil 
grand) pnze of a home eniertamment packaged 


ey Moxday Fidey 
Colle e station, TX dome my 

: a9 31 4.0537 
WAM = Ea gia eom 


pee acy 
Ipreépm 


passione ord Kevin Matthews, Lee Grimes, 
in Tccleeael oo Michael 
Shumard; Matt Featherston, Jordan Pugh, 

nie McCoy, Anthony 2 aaa 2 
» Morrow and Corey 


BOWLBOUND 


Texas A&M will battle Georgia in the Independence Bowl 
BY JEREMY KSIONDA ‘04 


lay “It's hard to believe these 
4S fouryears aré. coming to 
4 a close. It wouldsbe ey 
special for this;group o 
seniors to go'out with 


fe? bowl victory a. 
a very good ask 


F team.” 
r ~s —JORDAN PUGH Ly 


gy? 


IASON MCeONELL ‘ON os 


Despite playing in only nine games in 2009, Georgia 
WR AJ Green was named to the First-Team All-SEC 
squad. At 6-4 and 207 pounds, Green will look striking- 
ly similar to the Aggies’ No. 8, WR Jeff Fuller, and both 
sophomore playmakers will want to end the season on 
a high note as they look forward to important junior 
campaigns. Green’s statistics aren't off the charts (47 
receptions, 751 yards, 6 TDs, 16 yards per catch), but 
his size and playmaking ability force opposing defenses 
to game-plan around him 


Another First-Team All selection, Rennie Curran is 
the anchor of the Georgia defense. 122 tackles this 
season marked the second time he’s gone over the cen- 
tury mark in his career, Curran is not considered a flashy 
player, as his tackles for loss, sacks, and interception 
numbers aren't high, but he is as sure of a tackler as 
you will find in the country, which will probably make it 
difficult for the Aggies to break off big plays. 


Aggie fans are used to seeing the nation’s best punter. 
Unfortunately, he will be playing for the other team 

in this year’s Independence Bowl. In addition to being 
named First-Team All-SEC, Drew Butler recently received 
the Ray Guy Award — given to the nation’s top punte! 
4e’s a virtual lock to receive First-Team All-American ac- 
colades as well. if field position becomes an important 
factor, Butler could be an integral part of the game. 


&M will take on Georgia in the Advocare 

V100 Independence Bowl in Shreveport, LA. Although the Bulldogs are coming 

off.a disappointing 7-5 campaign after beginning the season ranked No. 13, they 
managed to end on a high note by kn igié’ Tesh, 30: 

catiahilg Qe geasanshaviiesto one first-round draft 

(QB) and Knowshon Moreno (RB). Senior QB J x put 

up solid numbers in Stafford’s absence, throwing for 2,42 2 touch- 

downs, but his 14 interceptions proved costly in several games. In all, the Bulldogs 


their shoulder. The defensive cupboard is far from bare, however'The Bulldogs 
are led by junior LB Rennie Curran (left), sophomore DE Justin Houston ( 
cks) and junior $ Reshad Jones (68 tackles, 3 Int’). 


TEXAS A&M l-BOWLBY | GEORGIA 
_THE NUMBERS 


AGGIES BULLDOGS 
(a) (7-5) 


OFFENSIVE STATISTICS DEFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Total Offense/Defense 
(National Rank) 


33.92 (15) Scoring Offense/Defense 26.42 (70) 
190.42 (25) Rushing Offense/Defense 127.58 (40) 
274.92 (22) Passing Offense/Defense 200.83 (33) 


465.33 (5) 361.83 (73) 


3rd Down Conversion % 


50.54 (6) Offense/Defense 


36.20 (36) 
4th Down Conversion % 
Offense/Defense 
77% (92) Red Zone Offense/Defense 86% (88) 
26.08 (2) | First Downs Offense/Defense 17.75 (29) 


Sacks Allowed Per Game/ 
Sacks Per Game 


47.06 (68) 52.94 (73) 


2.25 (73) 2.33 G6 


Passing Efficiency/Passing 


140.15 (34) Efficiency Defense 


137.14 (90) 


DEFENSIVE STATISTICS OFFENSIVE STATISTICS 


Total Defense/Offense 
(National Rank) 


32.67 (104) | Scoring Defense/Offense 27.67 (69) 
168.58 (87) Rushing Defense/Offense 157.08 (54) 
262.75 (111) Passing Defense/Offense 204,75 (78) 


431.33 (107) 361.83 (73) 


3rd Down Conversion % 
Defense/Offense 


4th Down Conversion % 
Defense/Offense 


78% (28) Red Zone Defense/Offense 93% (10) 
22.42 (107) | First Downs Defense/Offense | 29,15 (81) 


Sacks Per Game/Sacks 
Allowed Per Game 


Passing Efficiency Defense/ 
Passing Efficiency 


36.69 (43) 38.82 (70) 


58.33 (91) 57.14 (33) 


2.92 (8) 1.00 (12) 


135.56 (84) 132.67 (47) 


[GEORGIA ATHELTIC DEPT/SHREVEPORTBOSSIER Cc 


Sept.5 at Oklahoma State 
Sept. 12 South Carolina 
Sept. 19 at Arkansas 


EORGIA RE Al'S SHREVEPORT GUIDE 


KIDS 


Park and Exotic Zoo 


Gators and Friends Alligator 


ITALIAN 
Chianti Restaurant 


BREAKFAST 


Southern Maid Donuts 
Fattious donuts. 


www.gatorsandiriends.com 318-741-1003 
Sept.26 Arizona State Sci-Port: Louisiana's Science CAJUN FOOD Sue's Country Kitchen 
i Center Copeland's Restaurant aldo i 
Oct. 3 LSU v jport.org Ke dip 318. 
Oct. 10 at Tennessee ADULTS icopeland.com PIZZA 
Oct. 17 at Vanderbilt Eldorado Resort Casino Ralph & Kacoo’s pieWorks 
: www Eldora im sigh your oWn pizza 


Oct. 31 at Florida (lacksonville) 


Nov.7 Tennessee Tech 


Horseshoe Casino & Hotel 
www.horseshoe.com 


FINE DINING 
Anthony's Steak & Seafood 


Restaurant 


Sam's Town Hotel & Casino Toceue oaiwiié 


samsto sport.com 


SPORTS LUNCH 
Mudbugs Hoc Vince's South Port Restaurant 


Nov. 14 Auburn 


inthonyssteakandseafood.com 


Emest’s Orleans Restaurant 
erniestsorfeans.com 
Jack Binion's Steak House 
www.horseshoe.com 


William B's Steakhouse 
at Sam's Town Casino 


Nov. 21 Kentucky 
Nov. 28 at Georgia Tech 


AFTER HOURS 


srrestaurant.com 
ik, corn 


12/28/2001 | Music city _ Boston Colledge FREE ENTERTAINMENT MEXICAN 
: hth Air Force Museum tne pd SANDWICHES 
w,Gafmuseurn.net soe The Re: Pi Ke 
interactive water fountain. 


1/1/2004 Capital One Purdue 34-27 (W) 
1/2005 Outback Wisconsin 24-21 (W) 


West Virginia 
35-38 (L) 


1/3/2006 = Sugar 
Virginia Tech 
31-24 (W) 

“ Hawaiit- 10(W) 


® Michigan State 
24-12 (W) 


Texas A&M University vs. University of Georgia 
Welcome AGGIE Fans! 
Book your hotel and get your tickets foday! 


Travel Info 

Contact Caraway Travel at 318.227.0500 to book hotel 

rooms for the game and its ancillary events. 

Use code 75D9AH for your American Airlines flight for 

the game and receive 5% off your flight at www.Ad.com. 

Game Info 

For complete information about tickets, events, travel 

information and more, go to IndependenceBowl.org 

or call 1.888.414.BOWL (2695). 

Visitor Info 

For great ideas on what to do and see while you're in town, 

visit Shreveport-Bossier.org. We offer the most exciting 

riverboat casino action in the South, along with fabulous 

dining and lots of fun things to do. 7 

Call 888-45-VISIT and one of our THER 
SIDE 


information specialists will provide 
SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER 


12/30/2006 | Chick-fil-A 
4/1/2008 Sugar 


11/2008, Capital One 


free assistance in planning your 
activities. 


www.Shreveport-Bossier.org 


Subscribe or renew online at www.aggielandillustrated.cor 23 


Junior LB Michael Hodges intercepts a Landry 
Jones pass and returns it 28 yards to the Okla 
homa 6 yard line. The turnover set up the only 
touchdown in the game for Texas A&M —a 9-yard 
pass from Jerrod Johnson to Jeff Fuller. Thi 
deficit was only 14-10 at that point in the game, 
but the s furnbled several times on special 
teams, leading to the Sooners’ 65-10 victory. 


FOOTBALL REWIND 


A look back at the Aggies’ games against 
Oklahoma, Baylor and Texas BY BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


9 yards against Baylor. 
in the 38-3 victory over the Bears. (above, left) 
nly tackle of the gam: st RB Jay Finley. 
j defender f in. (above) 
- ur catches for 40 


‘ora 12-yard loss. 
but was flagged for 


e Michael spins away from two defenders 

jor a touchdown during the fourth quarter of the Texas 
game. (left) Sophomore DB Trent Hunter hurries Colt McCoy into a 
quick throw, (top left) Senior WR Howard Morrow skies for the 14-yard 
touchdown pass from junior QB Jerrod Johnson in the second quarter, 
tying the game at 21. (top) Led by junior JACK Von Milller, the Aggie 
defense lines up for the snap. (facing page, top) Johnson runs for some 
of his career high 97 rushing yards against Texas. (facing page, bottom) 
Jeff Fuller blows past the Longhorn defensive backs on his way toa 
70-yard touchdown reception on the third play of the game, Led by 
heisman-esque performance from Johnson, the Ags played well enough 

jin, but were outscored 49-39. 


Al'S JEREMY KSIONDA 
CHALLENGES TEXAS A&M 
GUARD B.J. HOLMES TO 
A GAME OF HORSE 


176 


HOUSTON 
10.5, 


33” 


PHOENIX & HOUSTON 


CLEVELAND CK 
/ LEBRON 
ane 
Ge } JAMES JORDAN 
; ‘ ay eee 
— PIZZA PIZZA 
pees ee cece 
a LITTLE GIANTS 


CADDYSHACK 


JOSH CARTER'S :  pavoRIME | WIN OVER 


a MOMENT = MISSOURI TO % 
; FROM LAST CLINCH NCAA 2 
See eacece ; «SEASON BERTH Z 
NEBRASKA: z 
y 5 
IN ONE 2 
worD, z 
JUST ONE? DESCRIBE 
DIFFICULT LAYING THIS er 


The epic game DfAJORSE got off toa rocky start, as Al's Jeremy Ksi 


nda Uk) gad a tough time handling the pressure of 
playing against BJ) Holmes and finding his range from outside. Before he knewal JK had and appeared to be 
on his way to getting run out oft , Just then, JK pulled out a chair =his/secret weapon - sat down, and attempted 
his “signature shot” from where the 


ench would normally be. B.J. was stunned as it fell through the bottom of 
the net and missed his attempt earning an “H” of his own, Suddenly it looked like anyone's game as JK settled|down 
and started hitting some more traditional 3-pointers. However, just like he does in Aggie basketball games, B.J] made 
those shots ratherleffortlessly. It was an even game until BJ. pulled out somesectet weapons of his own, First ik was a 


360-degree layup that couldn't be matched by JK followed by B.J.’s signature shot - from half court which swished as it 
hit the bottom of the net. Jk’s attempt be withdut going in and the game was over. 


as about as close as it ¢: 
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Aggie Owned & Onerated 


Two Convenient Locations in College Station: 


710 Earl Rudder Frwy. S. at University 
979-846-7781 


12875 Wellborn/FM 2154 
979-764-7781 


AGGIELAND ILLUSTRATED 


exclusivelyaggieland 


AL AWARDS AND 
PREDICTIONS 


BY Al STAFF 


The regular season is over, conference champions 
have been crowned and only the bow! matchups remain in the 
2009 college football season. That means it’s time for the AI staff 
to hand out our annual Big 12 Awards and make our bow! pre- 
dictions. The winner of the bowl contest earns bragging rights 
for a year, while the loser has to write the editor's note in the next 
issue. mm 


BIG12AWARDS 


OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
WR Jordan Shipley, Texas 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE YEAR 
DL Ndamukong Suh, Nebraska 


OFFENSIVE FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR 
RB Christine Michael, Texas A&M 


DEFENSIVE FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR 
BL = Aldon Smith, Missouri 


COACH OF THE YEAR 
Bo Pelini, Nebraska 


ASSISTANT COACH OF THE YEAR 
Nolan Cromwell, Texas A&M 


ALLBIG12TEAM 


OFFENSE 
Jerrod Johnson, Texas A&M 
Daniel Thomas, Kansas State 
Demarco Mutray, Oklahoma* 
Jordan Shipley, Texas 

Ryan Broyles, Oklahoma 

Jamie McCoy, Texas A&M 
Russell Okung, Oklahoma State 
Trent Williams, Oklahoma 

Nick Stringer, Kansas State 
Nate Solder, Colorado 

Kurtis Gregory, Missouri 


DEFENSE 

DL Ndamukong Suh, Nebraska* 
DL Jared Crick, Nebraska 

DL Von Miller, Texas A&M 

DL Jeremy Beal, Oklahoma 

LB Sean Weatherspoon, Missouri 
LB Jesse Smith, lowa State 

LB Travis Lewis, Oklahoma* 

DB Earl Thomas, Texas 

-etrish Cox, Oklahoma State 
DB Larry Asante, Nebraska 

DB Cha’pelle Brown, Colorado 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

K Grant Ressel, Missouri 

Quinn Sharp, Oklahoma State 
KR Brandon Banks, Kansas State 
PR Brandon Banks, Kansas State 


‘TAMU ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 


mmo GOOSBO00OS 


BRAN R08 JERENY STK sAson Kan SHAWN GENTRY. ys, 
Baws oats HAVENS KSIONDA KSIONDA «MCCONNELL. MCCONNELL USE WOODARD HAMILTON 


New Mexico 
Fresno State vs. Wyoming 


St, Petersburg 
UCF vs Rutgers 


Fresno State Wyoming ‘Fresno State Fresno State FresnoState FresnoState FresnoState FresnaStte Wyoming Fresno State 


cr Rutgers ucr Ucr ucE UcF ucr Rutgers. uCF UcF 
RBlL Carriers New Orleans Southern. Southern Middle Southern. Southern Southern Southern’ Southern Southern 
Southern Mis vs. Middle Tennessee Miss Miss Tennessee Te Miss Miss, Miss Miss Miss Miss: 


MAACO las Vegas Oregon Oregon Oregon Oregon Oregon, Oregon Oregon BYU ayu. 
Oregon States. BYU state State State State state State State 


'S.D. County Credit Union Poinsettia 
Utah vs. Cal 


Cal Utah Cal Cal Utah Cal Utah 


‘esters Sa SMU Nevada SMU MU SMU Neveda SMU Nevada 
Lite Geasars 


Masha vs Ohio Ohio Marshall Ohio Masshall Marshall Ohio ‘hie Marshall 


Meineke Car Care ; North 
Pits North Carolina Carolina 


North 


ie He Carolina 


Pitt Pitt Pitt Pitt Pitt 


Emerald 
Boson colene is TRE use Use use usc use usc use 
Gaylord Hotels Music City 
Vemiceis Ceeson Kentucky Clemson Clemson Clemson. —-Clemsan——Clemsen 
‘AdvoCare V100 Independence 
Texes ABM ws, Georgia eM Recto AgM Georgia Georgia 


EagleBank 
UciA Temple ucla Temple Temple ucla ucta UCLA 


wamive Weconn Miami Miami Miami Miami Wiscanson Miami Wisconson —_ Wisconson 


Roady’s Humanttarian Bowling Bowling 
Bowiing Green vs. Idaho Hane. daho Waho Crees abe Idaho Idaho Idaho 


Pacific Life Holiday 
Bree va Nebrasks Nebraske Atizona Avieona ‘Arizona Nebraska Nebraska—=Nebraska «Nebraska 


Bell Helicopter Armed Forces 
Sorte anit Air Force Houston Houston Houston Houston Houston. Houston Houston 


Stanford Oklahoma Oklahoma Oklahoma Okishoma Stanford Stanford Oklahoma 
Oklshoma vs Stanford 


Texas 
Nay vs. Missouri MSU: Navy Navy Missouri Missouri Naw Missouri Missouri Missouri 


Minnesota jowa Stat» lowaStale Minnesota jowa State fowa State owa State lowe State fowa State Minnesota 
Gioia, Tennessee Virginia Tech Virginia Tech Virginia ch Virginia Tech Virginia Tech Virginia Tech Virginia Tech Virginia Tech Virginia Tech 
Virginia Tech vs. Tennessee = 


Outback 
Northwestern ws. Auburn 


‘Auburn NW NW Auburn Auburn Auburn. Auburn = Auburn = Auburn Auburn 
F state SU Penn State isu usu enn State isu PennState Penn State ‘Penn State isu isu 


Wee 
Virginia 


West Wes 


Konica Minolta Gator West 
Vigna ‘lorie State Pode State loida State, yar, 


West Viginia vs, Florida State Virginia 


Rose Bowl Game by Cit 
‘Oho State vs. Oregon 


Florida State Florida State Florida State 


Oregon Oregon Oregon Oregon Oregon Oregon regen Oregon OhioState Ohio State 


Allstate Sugar 


Heid. Crema Florida Florida Florida Cincinnati Florida Frida Cincinnati Florida Florida Florida 


International South Norther South South South South Northern South Noithem South 
South Florida vs, Northern Ilinois Florida Minis Florida Florida Florida Florida Hingis Florida Winois Florida 


Papajohns.com South South South ion South South South een South South 
South Carolina vs UConn Carolina Carolina Carolina Carolina Caroling Carolina Caroling Cardlina 


ise ‘Okbhoma Oklahoma 


ATRq Cotton Oklahoma Oklahoms 
ee Ole Miss Ole Miss sid 


Oklahoma States. Ole Miss State ‘State Gee 


GleMiss Ole Ness Ole Miss 
‘AutoZone Liberty 
Avkansas vs, East Caroling 


‘Arkansas Arkansas Arkansas Avkarsas Arkansas Arkansas Arkansas Arkansas East Carolina Arkansas 


Michigan Michigan Michigan 
State State State 


Michigan Michigan 


fasta State State 


Michigan State Texas ch TexasTech Texas Tech Texas Tech Texas Tech 


Tostitos Fiesta 


Piscean ay Boise State TCU Tcu cu TCU Bote State Bole State Tcu TCU Teu 


FedEx Orange 


feces Georgia Tech lowa. lowa Georgia Tech Georgia Tech Georgia Tech owe Georgia Tech lowa-~——Georgia Tech 


cuac Central Cental Central Central Central 
Cental Michigan vs. Troy Het Michigan Michigan. Michigan Tey Michigan ey Michigan 


‘Citi BCS National Championship Game 
Texas vs. Alabama FO ‘Alabama Alabama Alabama ‘Aebama Alabama Alabama 


www.aggielandillustrated.com 


Perfect for the weary 12th Man... 


) 


Free high speed internet « Hot breakfast daily 


Close to-all area ‘at and under stay free 


3610 Highy 
979.695.9400 © 


tation 


estation.com 


Nate, Erica, Holly & Miguel. 
Come see us at the Bryan 


Need money for tuition, books, food, gas or entertainment? 


Short of Cash? Donate Plasma! Thousands do. 


Earn up to 


$150/mo. 


DC! BIOLOGICALS 


THE PLASMA CENTER 


DCI Biologicals Westgate Biologicals 
4223 WeltomRd. | Ba8@~PietureD. |709 Jnwersity Dr E. Ste. 111 
Bryan, TX S5.Card qnd Pronk, College Station, TX 

979.846.8855 ob Resleney 979.268.6050 


www. DoIPLASMA.coM 


Gabe, Ashley, 
us at th 


MOBILE 
BANKING: 


www irstvictoria.mobi 


Make a fast break from traditional banking and go mobile. At First Victoria, we're bringing 


the bank to you. Introducing Mobile Banking—it’s a slam-dunk at First Victoria. 


979.260.3252 ¥ Bryan - 29th St. 
979.779.5080 ¥ Bryan - Villa Maria Rd. 
979.693.1063 ¥ College Station - Southwest Pkwy. 
979.774.1700 ¥ College Station - Copperfield Pkwy. 
979.279.3438 ¥ Hearne 


2008 FVNB Corp. First Victoria National Bank Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender (2Y 


W First Victoria 


RESPONSIBLE BANKING 
www. firstvictoria.com 


*Witeless fees or internet access fees may apply. Contact your local provider for details 
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{above, left) Coach Mark Turgeon shows his appreciation of the student crowd at the Samford basketball game. (above, right) 
ESPN sideline reporter Erin Andrews came to Aggieland for the Texas game. (left and below) Several professional athletes at 
tended Texas A&M football games in November including Boston Red Sox pitcher Josh Beckett, Carolina Panther running back 
Mike Goodson and New York Yankee first baseman Mark Teixeira. (bottom, left) Texas Governor Rick Perry and his daughter 
at the Texas game. (bottom, middle and right) The Aggie Dance Team entertains the Reed Arena crowd. 


AGGIES 


the12thman | facesofaggielan 


Why I love A&M: | grew up in Bryan so| have 
always known about A&M and the traditions. | 
love the football games, | love sawing varsity’s 
hors off during the War Hymn. 


Favorite tradition: | don’t know if it is a tradi- 
tion or not, but when someone on the other 
team fouls out and the crowd chants “left 
right-left-right.”” 


Hardest part of being on the Dance Team: 
Waking up at 7 a.m. for practices and being 
happy to be here 


Typical practice for the Dance Tea 
come in at 7 am. We learn new dances or prac- 
tice one now, We set the upcoming game 
We have three dances we do every game, We 
set the dances we do with the band. We do the 
dances over and over until we perfect them 
Then we do them over and over again. 


Typical game day for the Dance Team: 
About 2 hours before the game you get ready 
with makeup and hair. We get here about an 
hour before tt e and we practice. After 
we practice, we fix our makeup and head out 
tothe court 


Favorite Movies: Taken, Wedding Crashers 
Anything funny really 


Favorite Music/Artist: Rap and Country. 


Favorite TV Shows: So You Think You Can 
Dance, Gossip Girl, One Tree Hil 


I like to spend my weekends elther going 
out or staying at home and watching movies 
depending on my mood. 


Strange or unusual fact about me: | can 

pop a lot of bones in my body that probably 
shouldn't be popped. It doesn’t'seem normal 
when | do it, especially when | am dancing. 
Attribute | like most about myself: | am very 
honest, genuine and humble. Not like most 
girls 


Attribute | like least about myself: | don’t 
have a lot of patience. | wish | had some more 
of that. 

If [had more time, | would travel the world, | 
would like to go to every country, 


Favorite food: Wings ‘N M 
there and | still ike to eat there 


lused to work 


Five people | would like to have dinner 
i lsea Handler, Lil Wayne, Matthew 
naughey. | want to meet the Kardashian 


family. 


Pet peeve: Slow drivers, Or, when you are at a 
red light and someone has their turn signal 
to turn right but they don’t turn. It makes me a 
so mad. | get alittle road rage 


If | had a superpower, | would be invisible so 
{could listen to other people's conversations. | 
am nosy. 


If | won the lottery, | would buy a new 
house for my family and then a house for me, 


Favorite dance routine: Last year we did a 
tle” and “Basement Party,” 
Those were my favorite. This year it would be 


"Girls. OM 


dance to “| got a bi 
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Al 


makes 
a great 
Christmas 
present for LOCAL ADVERTISING EXPERTS 
any Aggie in Are they Finding YOU? or THEM? 
your life. Call " { r 
1-866-55-AG-MAG THERE WERE OVER 
or visit us online at 9,600,000,000 
aggielandillustrated.com U.S. INTERNET SEARCHES 
today! IN salah ooh 2007?* 


Our Clients are on Page One 


Aggieland 


www.aggielandillustrated.com 


we 
Etsterioo 


TEX. 


668.867.3540 


"comScore Jan 2008 


Ensteneaed Alqport— Whether arriving by commercial airline orinyour own private aircraft, Easterwood Airport 


Fly ; (CLL) provides the most convenient access to the Bryan-College Station community. The 
'Y into airport is located just minutes from Texas A&M University and the George Bush 
the Presidential Library and Museum. American Eagle and Continental Connection offer daily 

Ca 1t of flights connecting through the Dallas-Ft. Worth and Houston airports. General Aviation 


customers receive the best customer service from professionally trained line attendants 


Aggieland. and AVTRIP points for fuel purchases. 


www.easterwoodairport.com 


Subscribe or renew online at ww dillustrated.corr 
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Sammy Catalena ’72 always dreamed of doing 
something big. Sammy, along with’ his wife, Carolyn are the 
proud owners of Catalena Hatters, the world famous hat store 
and factory located in downtown Bryan. The Catalenas have 
provided hats to everyone from local residents, customers across 
the globe and many famous faces including Garth Brooks, Neil 
McCoy, George H.W. Bush and Willie Nelson. 

Sammy was born and raised in Bryan, ‘TX and unlike many 
people who grow up in the Brazos Valley, he never wanted to 
move away. Sammy knew he wanted to go to Texas A&M and 
never thought twice about it. 

“Living here gave mea good understanding of how meaning- 
ful the Aggie network is,” he said. 

Sammy, also a Vietnam veteran, has traveled all over the world 
and has become a part of Texas history, but it all started with a 
chance encounter 1,000 miles away from home. 

While traveling through Florida, Sammy came across a maga- 
zine advertisement for the sale of a complete custom hat opera- 


tion. 

“The owner realized he wouldn't be able to fulfill his dream 
of having an old style hat shop,” Sammy said. “Other big name 
hat companies had been through, but that man would only sell 
his equipment to someone who would make hats like he wanted 
to — by hand. I was that guy.” 

It was through his life-long involvement in the rodeo and in 
helping at the former Whitten Hatters that he first discovered 
his fascination for hats. For Sammy, a good hat symbolized ev- 


BRIAN DAVIS ‘01 


erything that he loved. 

In 1983, Catalena Hatters opened its 
doors and began creating their renowned 
hats. Along with making hats, the Catal- 
ena’s are heavily involved in the rodeo 
business, the Catalena Cowgirls and 
ranching. 

“The hat business started it all,” Sam- 
my explained as he pointed to a world 
map on the wall. “There probably isn’t a 
single place on that map that we haven’t 
sold a hat to.” 

In fact, prior to the fall of the Berlin 
Wall, the Catalenas even received a let- 
ter from East Germany requesting one of 
their hats, 

“We had to take the letter to the uni- 
versity to have it translated in order to 
know what it said and how to place their 
order,” Carolyn recalled. 

Being highly requested is just one of 
the ways in which Sammy and Carolyn’s 
business stands apart from the rest. 

“Not a lot of people know what goes 
on in this little, old building in downtown 
Bryan,” Sammy added. 

Still using the same 1920s equipment 
that got them started, the Catalenas 
clean, renovate and create custom-built 
cowboy hats — an in-depth process that 
not only takes time and commitment, but 
also the desire to do the job well. Because 
of his thorough construction and genu- 
ine, quality work, very few custom hat 
shops like Catalena Hatters exist. 

“There might be 20 scattered through- 
out the United States,” Carolyn said. 

While the business has been growing, 
so has the Catalena family. Now, two of 
their sons — Travis, who has been work- 
ing with hats for over 26 years, and Scott 
who is currently a senior at Texas A&M 
—are integral parts of the hat making op- 
eration. 

After 26 years in business in the town 
they love, Sammy and Carolyn don’t have 
any regrets. After all, lena Hatters 
helped them achieve their dreams — and 
then some. 


“The hat business 
started it all. There 
probably isn't a single 
place on that map 
that we haven't sold 


a hat to.” 
— SAMMY CATALENA 
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Chiropractic 


jagger ROP in Texans 


Specializing in athletes of all ages. 
Low force “activator technique.” 


We take the fear out of chiropractic. 


DANIEL BETTIOL, DC ¢ SHEILA BETTIOL, LMT 
2151 Harvey Mitchell Pkwy Suite 112 © College Station 
979-764-3100 « texanchiropractic@verizon.net 


Catering * Private Parties 


| 

Farms + Ranche: 
| Recreational + all Across Texas 
| 


Call Fightin’ Texas Aggie 
Football Letterman Shane 


or sell your farm or ranch 


| Anthony '94 today to buy 


a | 


— 


Mon, 


We deliver,.lower cost, quality products & personal service. 


4) ELLIOTT ELECTRIC SUPPLY 


2501 Cavitt in Bryan ~ (979) 779-6630 


- Fri. 7 am - 5:30 pm ~ Sat. 8 am - 12 noon 


www.elliottelectric.com 


online at landillust 
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“Led by then-head coach R.C. 


Slocum, Texas A&M battled, \ 
Bississiopt State and former . 
h Jackie Sherrill in the 1 
> “3000 Independence Bow! 
, “otherwise k known as the 
YM ‘Snow Bowls 
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College basketball season has tipped off, but don't wait until March 
to see some of the best hoops in the nation because the Texas A&M Aggies 
are offering Six Pack Ticket Options that make it eosy and affordable to 
Experience the Spirit. 


Choose from the Saturday é-Pack, the Conference Pack or the Pick package. These plans slart os low as $130, 
$0 reserve your seats foday for the hottest basketball games of the year including Texas, Kansos, Okichoma and more! 


Diet Coke 


* 
Coke Zero Pick Six Sprite 
Conference Six Pack) ¢©<§ 2 __$__$€______ Saturday Six Pack 
———— 1st Pick: Kansas or Texas a 
Jan. 9-Nebraska Dec. 19-The Citadel 
Jan. 19-Oklahoma 2nd Pick: Two Non-Conference Games - Select from Jon. 9-Nebraska 
Jan, 30-Texas Tech Angelo St, Samford, Prairie View A&M, Akron, Jan. 23-Colorado 
Feb. 6Baylor N Texas, The Citadel & N Dakota Jan. 30-Texas Tech 
Feb. 15Kansas Feb. 6-Baylor | 


Mar. 3-Oklahoma St 3rd Pick: Three Big 12 Games - Select from Feb, 27-Texas 
Nebraska, Oklahoma, Colorado, | es 


Texas Tech, Baylor & OSU 


Call 979-845-2311 or log onto aggieathletics.com! 


Aggieland 


PO BOX 6841 © BRYAN, TX 77805-6841 
1-866-55-AG-MAG ¢ 979-229-8046 
www.aggielandillustrated.com 


TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL 


If there was a 
of Medical Facilities, this would be it! 


St. Joseph Emergency Center 
A fully equipped, fully staffed, 24/7/365 state-of-the- 
art ER. 


St. Joseph Diagnostic Center 
A soothing, spa-like environment to make your imaging 
experience as comfortable and relaxing as possible. 


PRSRT STD 
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Full-service, outpatient imaging and diagnostics 
Full-service laboratory 
CT scanner * MRI X-ray * Ultrasound 
Digital mammography. 


Finally, more convenience and easier access to comprehen- 
sive ER and diagnostic services for the growing South College 
Station and Brazos County community. 


Joining the St. Joseph Express located on the growing St. 
Joseph College Station Campus. 


4411 Hwy 6 South 
College Station 


St. 2 
osep 


Located near the corner of William D. Fitch 
and Hwy 6, behind St. Joseph Express 


